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With the fall of the Roman Empire (ca. 476 A.D.) and 

the impending bleak period known commonly as the Dark 

Ages (ca. 476. A.D. to 1340s A.D.), the building of stone­

arch bridges in this and many parts of world came to a near 

halt or resulted in only low-quality structures, many of 

which were subsequently destroyed due to conflict and war. 

In this time of civil unrest, waterways and steep valleys were 

seen as natural boundaries between warring neighbors, 

thus discouraging bridge building of any type. 

One exception during this time was the Old London 

Bridge, begun in II76 A.D. Before that time, the Thames 

had been spanned by a timber bridge which had been 

repeatedly destroyed by flood and fire. Because many 

people were living in houses built on the bridge, these 

disasters took such a serious toll on human life that finally 

a stone bridge was seen as imperative. The decision was 

apparently a good one, as the replacement stone arch 

bridge was in service for 6oo years before being replaced 

in 1824. 

The Renaissance (ca. 14th to 17th century) saw a 

flourishing of artistic expression, borrowing once again 

from the Romans, which was applied to stone arch bridges 

throughout Europe and elsewhere. Spurred by the growth 

of cities, these bridges benefited from improvements in 

technology which allowed for gentler inclines for 

pedestrians and carriages. 

In the American Colonies, one of the earliest stone­

arch bridge examples is the Frankford Avenue Bridge, built 

in 1697 as part of the Kings Road linking Philadelphia to 

cities to the north. It is credited with being the oldest stone 

bridge in the United States to still be in use . 

The r8th century witnessed the perfection of the 

masonry arch bridge but also the introduction of iron as 

a competitor, which caused a decline in stone arch bridge 

building. That said, stone arch bridges continued to be 

built during the nineteenth century, particularly in areas 

where good stone was available. 

In the U.S. in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 

stone-arch bridge construction picked up somewhat, 

spurred in large part by the City Beautiful Movement 

which focused on providing beautification and 

monumental grandeur in cities. Another minor surge 

occurred during the 1930s in the U.S. when the country 

was shrouded over by The Great Depression. As a direct 

result, the government established the Works Project 

Administration (Federal Works Agency) to help offset 

massive unemployment. The program included, among 

many other things , labor-intensive public works 

initiatives to build, update and repair roads and bridges 

throughout the country. In the 8-year period from 1935 

to 1943, the WPA constructed 78,000 new bridges and 

viaducts and improved more than 46,000 others, of 

which about one-third were stone structures. 

While masonry arch bridges have almost entirely been 

replaced by concrete and steel as the materials of choice 

in modern bridge construction, the tradition of building 

with stone is still kept alive by professionals and 

enthusiasts. The beauty and the ease with which stone 

arch bridges fit within the landscape, not to mention 

their tremendous durability, are key drivers of their 

prolonged interest among builders and in many 

communities throughout the world. 
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Once the need for a bridge was determined, builders 

were then tasked with finding the right stone source and for 

having it quarried. The tools used in the quarrying and 

shaping process were simple and included: feathers and 

wedges (plugs); stone drills and bits of various sizes; chisels; 

stone hammers; slips and scrapers; and scribers. Most of 

the tools were made at home forges or in local blacksmith 

shops. 

The quarrymen created the giant slabs by drilling holes 

about 4 or 5 feet deep into the rock, roughly 9 to 12 feet 

apart along a line marked for splitting. Next, feathers and 

wedges were placed in the holes. An ancient technique, 

feathers, which are wider at the bottom, and tapered and 

curved at the top, are placed in the hole, one on each side. 

Next, the wedge or plug is placed between the feather's 

narrow end down. Tapping each of the wedges lightly with a 

stone hammer then forces the feathers outward, splitting 

the stone slabs or blocks along the line of drilled holes. 

Typically the rough quarried stone would be carried to the 

site to be cut before the stones were set. Mortar (as well as 

plaster) was created from slaked lime, which involved 

burning broken pieces of limestone in crude kilns along 

creek banks, which produced lime powder. 

The men working as stonemasons and quarrymen during 

the late rgth and early 20th centuries in Kansas were not 

necessarily working full time in this occupation. For some, 

working in quarries or on bridge projects was something 

done to supplement an existing income or was used to fill 

periods of unemployment. Sidney Holder, an ex-slave, 

brought his family to Marion, Kansas in r882 where he took 

odd jobs, including helping to build the Mud Creek Bridge 

located on Marion's main street in 1883, before he settled 

into more permanent work. According to Holder, he was 

part of the Hoops & Lewis gang who were employed to build 

the double arched stone bridge. 

And while bridge building increased after 1900, fewer and 

fewer were pure stone arch bridges. Builders throughout the 

country were experimenting with new materials, including 

reinforced concrete and steel; Walter Sharp was embracing 

both in some of his works by 1904. The scale of Sharp's 

business and the shift in materials he was using is revealed in 

a 1907 article from the Weekly Republican Traveler, which 

reported that he was granted seven bridge building projects 

in Cowley County, only one of which was partially made of 

stone - the Silver Creek Bridge. This bridge was constructed 

with stone abutments and a reinforced concrete 

superstructure; the reason given in the article for using 

stone at all in the Silver Creek Bridge was that it was cheaper 

than reinforced concrete at that place and of fine quality. 

Despite this trend to use other materials, there were 

exceptions, including Esch's Spur Bridge (a.k.a. Kirks 

Bridge) spanning Grouse Creek, near Dexter in Cowley 

County. Built in 1913 by Walter Sharp, this nearly r8o foot 

long, triple stone arch bridge is still in use today. The 

aforementioned Pole Cat Creek Bridge, built in 1910 by 

C.C. Jamison, was also built entirely of stone, as was the 

Pawnee River Tributary Bridge in Ness County built around 

1928. Pride in stone arch bridges and their role in 

supporting local economies was still being touted as late as 

1921 when the Wichita Daily Eagle ran a full-page article 

dedicated to Cowley County's stone-arch bridges. The 

article boasts that these structures will last a thousand years 

and are more sightly than bridges constructed of other 

material. Sharp, who features prominently in the article, 

also encourages the county to leverage local gravel resources 

for building more roads to connect Kansas towns to larger 

cities. 
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Just as stone-arch bridge building was breathing its last 

in Kansas, an unlikely event occurred to resuscitate it: the 

Great Depression. The grim circumstances were 

compounded in 1933 when drought and wind decimated 

the land. Thankfully, the WPA stepped in to fund road 

and highway projects. The goal of the transportation­

related projects was to help provide rural residents with 

better roads and to give people improved access to larger 

markets for goods and services. Given that Kansas had 

only passed a law that would allow for state funding of 

roads in 19~0, and then another in 19~9 to support the 

building and maintenanct: of a system of cross-state 

highways , the state admittedly had a lot of catching up to 

do. Clarence Nevins, Kansas WPA administrator noted 

that in June 1939 around 33,000 Kansans were on the 

WPA rolls, of which more than 47 percent were employed 

on highway or road projects. During this time, 567 

bridges were built , including several stone-arch bridges, 

and more than II,OOO culverts. 

In the 1930s, several counties employed local men to 

build new stone arch bridges. These included the Fletcher 

Stone Arch Bridge in Ellis County where local masons 

were hired for the const::-uction and the stone was 

quarried from an adjacent pasture. The four-arch bridge 

measures 156 feet in length and is ~9 feet wide. A plaque 

on the south end of the bridge marks the WP A project and 

honors the workers. It was listed in the National Register 

of Historic Places in ~OOI. 

In Phillips County, the Phillipsburg City Park was the 

recipient of several stone structures, including two stone­

arch bridges built by the WPA in 1936. 

The single stone-arch Beaver Creek Bridge in Barton 

County, built in 1941, is another WPA supported project. 

It measures ~5 feet wide from curb to curb and ~0 feet 

long. Then-Barton County Engineer, Harry Hunsley II, 

designed many of the county's bridges including the 

Beaver Creek Bridge. Hunsley's son noted that the stone 

was generally quarried within a mile of the project. 

Further , he explained that the limestone ledges were 

cleared of overburden by use of mules or horses pulling a 

drag or what was referred to as a tumble bug. Once 

cleaned , the surface of the stone was drilled manually 

with a star drill creating holes evenly spaced about I~ 

inches apart. The holes were then filled with water and 

allowed to freeze overnight, which created seams in the 

stone and allowed the men to break out the rock using pry 

bars specifically made for this task. Next, the stone was 

either cut to the size needed at the quarry or hauled to the 

building site in 8 to IO foot lengths by a wagon. Getting it 

on the undercarriage of the wagon required the use of a 

block and tackle, along with tremendous physical labor. 

While the Great Depression breathed into stone-arch 

bridge building into the mid-1940s, this period marked 

the end of new stone arch bridge construction in Kansas. 

Increased traffic loads and the need for wider bridges to 

accommodate large agricultural equipment has put these 

bridges under threat with more and more being replaced 

or falling into disrepair. Despite this situation, local 

tourism boards, historians and residents continue to rally 

for their upkeep and use. 
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Chase County has a long tradition of masonry 

construction reaching back to the earliest days of white 

settlement. The county's oldest-known extant limestone 

building, the William and Jane Shaft House northeast of 

Clements, was built in 1857, four years before Kansas was 

admitted to the Union. The vernacular Greek Revival-style 

home was built from stone quarried on nearby Spring 

Creek. 

Although other early settlers constructed buildings of 

locally quarried stone, it was not until the arrival of the 

railroad in the 1870s that Cottonwood Limestone would 

reach commercial acclaim. One project would set the county 

on a new trajectory: the construction of the Chase County 

Courthouse. The construction of one of the states most­

recognizable and beloved buildings was funded by a 

$40,000 bond issue that narrowly passed 301 to 237 votes 

on August 16, 1871. They voted in support of a design by 

Lawrence architectJohn G. Haskell. Haskell, whose family 

came to Kansas with the New England Emigrant Aid 

Company, was acquainted with Cottonwood Falls founder 

and fellow free-stater Samuel N. Wood by 1859 when he 

advertised in Woods Cottonwood Falls newspaper, the 

Kansas Press. 

Leavenworth contractor James Bannon hired Scottish 

immigrant John Emslie for the masonry work. In December 

1871, Emslie declared that "the stone he is now getting out of 

the quarry on spring creek surpasses the stone he has seen in 

this state, not excepting the renowned Manhattan stone." 

Bannon and Emslie brought a small colony of workmen to 

Chase County, including German-born stonecutter Nicolas 

Rettiger and seven of his sons and sons-in-law. 

Among the new proponents for Cottonwood limestone 

was courthouse architect John Haskell. Haskell, who had 

specified Geary County limestone in his design for the first 

phase of the Kansas Statehouse, switched to Cottonwood 

Limestone for the other wings. Like the Geary County 

stone, Cottonwood limestone was easily quarried. But, the 

local paper boasted, "it had acquired a flinty tenacity from 

exposure that defies the action of time and weather." 

With Haskell's endorsement, the contractors who came 

to build the courthouse stayed and developed the county's 

stone industry. In 1873, the Santa Fe Railroad built a spur 

line to the Cottonwood stone quarries and, besides the 

Statehouse, the stone had been used for the state normal 

school at Emporia, the court-house and jail at Leavenworth, 

also at Great Bend, the state blind asylum at Olathe, and 

several private buildings in Topeka, Lawrence, 

Leavenworth, Atchison, Kansas City and Wichita. 

Ironically, the project that cemented Cottonwood Falls' 

place as county seat would have a greater impact on rival 

town Strong City. Between 1870 and 1880, the county's 

population tripled from 1975 to 6o8r. Of the 6o8r, 923 

lived in Cottonwood Falls - while Cottonwood Station (now 

Strong City), which wasn't even established until 1871, 

boasted 1350. In his r883 history of the state, Cutler 

remarked that "Cottonwood station, now Strong, is the 

objective railroad point in the county and Strong is a 

prosperous and rapidly growing city. In all directions 

around it are inexhaustible quarries of the best of building 

stone. Here are [the] establishments that furnish 

employment to hundreds of men." 
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On January 30, r8g6, the financial turmoil was finally 

lifting and the county clerk advertised for bids to build a 

double-arch stone bridge at what was then known as the 

Harris/Drummond crossing of Diamond Creek. After the 

new double-arch stone bridge over the Cottonwood at the 

Foreman crossing was washed away in a flood in May r8g6, 

it was decided that the arches were entirely too small and the 

piers inadequate to sustain the arches. In early August, the 

newspaper announced that "the Diamond creek bridge will 

be built a single stone arch, forty-five feet span and took 

soundings at the Drummond crossing on Diamond creek to 

see if they could [support] a suitable foundation for a stone 

arch bridge." By October, the commission had ordered that 

the bridge be of two arches. 

Forced to repair the flood-damaged Foreman bridge, the 

Rettiger Brothers got a late start on the bridge over 

Diamond Creek. The county commissioners visited the 

bridge at least twice in November r8g6. And by this time, a 

new batch of commissioners was about to take office. 

Clearly frustrated by the lack of progress, the newly elected 

commission ordered that "no more money be paid on the 

Diamond creek bridge until same was completed." A week 

later, the Chase County Leader reported that work on the 

bridge had been "stopped due to the cold snap." It's hard to 

say if this was a reference to the weather or to the 

relationship between the new commission and the 

contractors. 

Although work had resumed by early February, there 

were other setbacks. The community was dismayed to learn 

that Barbara MacKenzie, the wife of Scottish stone cutter 

Alex MacKenzie, who was working on the Diamond Creek 

bridge, attempted suicide in their temporary lodgings at the 

Elmdale Hotel by stabbing herself in the throat with a pair 

of shears. Work continued after her husband sent her to a 

Topeka hospital by train. Spring finally brought progress. 

In late March r897, the Leader proclaimed that the stone 

work was completed and "the filling in will be commenced 

in a week or two." 

The Drummonds, who like many of the stonemasons 

were natives of Scotland, joined their neighbors for a 

picnic near the bridge to celebrate both the Fourth of July 

and a safer crossing for local farmers and ranchers. Access 

to markets had become increasingly important as Kansans 

shifted from subsistence to cash-crop farmers after the 

grasshopper plague of r873. To ensure the maintenance of 

the road over time, the commission decided in October 

r897 to "leave the grading of the bridge to the 

Commissioner of the 3rd district, Trustee of Diamond 

creek township and the County Surveyor." "When all was 

said and done, the Diamond Creek Bridge had cost the 

county the equivalent of $r million in today' s dollars to 

complete. 

Road maintenance and improvements remained a focus 

after the turn of the century, especially as farmers gained 

access to gas-powered cars and tractors. In 1908, President 

Roosevelt, who had spent time ranching in the West in the 

r88os, expressed concern that electrification and cheap 

transportation in the nations urban centers were leaving 

rural Americans in the dust. His Country Life 

Commission, which published a study in rgog, focused on 

the importance of good roads to rural communities : 

The demand for good highwl!Js is general among the farmers of the entire 

United States. Education and good roads are the two needs most 

frequentjy mentioned in the hearings. Highwl!Js that are usable at all 

times of the year are now imperative not onJy for the marketing oj 

produce, but for the elevation of the social and intellectual status of the 
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open country and the improvement of health ~ insuring better 

medical and surgical attendance. The advantages are so well 

understood that arguments for better roads are not necessary here. 

Our respondents are now concerned largeJy with the methods oj 

organizing and financing the work. With onJy unimportant 

exceptions, the farmers who have expressed themselves to us on this 

question consider that the Federal Government is fairJy under 

obligation to aid in the work. We hold that the development of a 

fulJy serviceable high wiD' ~stem is a matter of national concern, 

coordinate with the development of waterw!D's and the ,conservation 

of our native resources. It is absoluteJy essential to our internal 

development. We suggest that the United States Government 

establish a highwiD' engineering service, or equivalent organization, 

to be at the call of the States in working out effective and economical 

high wiD' ~stems. 

Rural Kansans were falling even farther behind than 

folks in other states because the Kansas constitution 

forbade state-financed improvements. As good roads 

became increasingly essential to economic well-being, 

counties and townships bore an ever-expanding burden 

for maintaining them. Somehow, despite the 

constitutional limitations, the state's good-roads advocates 

managed to organize to create a new multi-county auto 

touring route, a highway dubbed the New Santa Fe Trail, 

later U.S. Highway 50. 

The effort to build what would become Highway 50 

began in 1910 when Hutchinson boosters cobbled together 

a series of roads that stretched from Newton to the border 

of Colorado, a popular destination for a growing number 

of auto tourists. Soon, boosters had mapped a route that 

connected Newton to Kansas City. When the Touring 

Club of America incorporated the alignment i_nto its own 

coast-to-coast route in October, 1910, the New Santa Fe 

Trail became the Kansas segment of a highway stretching 

from New York to Los Angeles. 

Although the Hodges Rock Road Law of 1909 eased 

the process for petitioning counties and townships for 

improved roads, a state highway system would remain 

elusive until 1920 when the Good Roads Amendment to 

the states constitution finally enabled state-funded 

infrastructure projects. With the amendment, Kansas 

became the last state in the Union to establish a state 

highway program, and the last state to receive federal 

funds to support improvements. 

But between the establishment of the New Santa Fe 

Trail in 1910 and the Good Roads Amendment in 1920, 

the state's progressive citizens found creative ways to keep 

Kansans out of the mud. With its famous brand of self­

reliance that resisted concert of action, it was the efforts 

of individuals, aided by good old-fashioned peer 

pressure, that got the ball rolling on Chase County's 

stretch of the new highway. In mid-June 1910, the New 

Santa Fe Trail Association adopted a resolution 

approving a route that would pass through the Chase 

County communities of Cedar Point, Clements, 

Elmdale, Strong City, Cottonwood Falls and Saffordville. 

By early July, the Chase County Leader was 

recognizing individual contributions to the project: 

... that part of the trail looked after ~ the Drummonds, Woods, 

Blacksheres, Gigers, Shafts and others, is alrearb a highw!D' to be 

pointed to with pride ~ those who do the work The time is not 

coming, but has alreacfy arrived when a communi_tv as well as a 

farmers prosperi_tv is judged ~ the condition of the roads. 
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The commission visited the work in progress 

on the Diamond creek bridge. (Chase County 

Leader, 26 November 1896) 

1897 

A new commission ordered that no more 

money be paid on the Diamond creek bridge 

until same was completed. (Strong City 

Derrick, 22January 1897) 

The cold snap stopped work on the Diamond 

creek bridge for a few days. (Chase County 

Leader, 28January 1897) 

Barbara MacKenzie, the wife of Scottish stone 

cutter Alex MacKenzie , who was working on 

the Diamond Creek bridge, attempts suicide 

in their temporary lodgings at Elmdale by 

stabbing herself in the throat with a pair of 

shears. She was hospitalized in Topeka while 

work continued on the bridge. (Chase County 

Leader, 4 February 1897; Strong City 

Derrick, 5 February 1897) 

The stone work on the Diamond creek bridge 

is completed and the filling in will be 

commenced in a week or two. (Chase County 

Leader, 25 March 1897) 

The Diamond Creek bridge is celebrated by a 

Fourth of July picnic in Drummond Bros. 

grove onJuly 3· (Chase County Leader, !July 

1897) 

Grading at the Diamond creek bridge left to 

the Commissioner of the 3rd district, Trustee 

of Diamond creek township and County 

Surveyor. (The Courant, 14 October 1897) 

1899 

David Rettiger dies at his home in Strong City 

at the age of 50. (Chase County Leader, 22 

September 1899) 

1909 

The Hodges Rock Road Law eases the process 

for petitioning counties and townships for 

improved roads. 

1910 

The New Santa Fe Trail Association passes a 

resolution that the route will pass through the 

Chase County communities of Cedar Point, 

Clements, Elmdale, Strong City, Cottonwood 

Falls and Saffordville. (Chase County Leader, 

2IJune 1910) 

That part of the Trail looked after by the 

Drummonds , Woods, Blacksheres, Giger, 

Shafts and others, is already a highway to be 

pointed to with pride by those who do the 

work .. The time is not coming, but has 

already arrived when a community as well as a 

farmers prosperity is judged by the condition 

of the roads. (Chase County Leader, 5 July 

1910) 

Bell Telephone Company gives the New Santa 

Fe Trail Association permission to post signs 

on telephone poles. (Chase County Leader, 

12 July 1910) 

AAA and Hutchinson's Taylor Motor 

Company publish a map of the New Santa Fe 

Trail. One of the few points of interest 

identified on the map on the graded dirt road 

from Emporia to Elmdale is the Diamond 

Creek Bridge. 

1930s 

Federal relief workers pave U. S. Highway 

50S and make improvements to the Diamond 

Creek Bridge. 

1940 

The women of Chase County mark points of 

interest in the county, including four markers 

along Diamond Creek (Chase County 

Historical Sketches, 401) 

1995 
Jim Hoy's syndicated column Plains Folk 

explores the history. (Council Grove 

Republican, 8 September 1995) 

2009 

Kansas Preservation Alliance identifies 

Diamond Creek Bridge and Clements Stone 

Arch Bridge on its list of endangered historic 

resources. 

2017 

Diamond Creek Bridge is demolished, leaving 

Clements stone-arch bridge as the county's 

only multiple-span stone-arch bridge. 
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1872 

Stone for the Normal school at Emporia 

(now ESU) will be taken from the quarries 

at Cottonwood. 

John Emslie is getting out large stones for 

the Capitol at Topeka. Each stone weighs 

more than 13,000 pounds. 

1873 

John Emslie takes first premium for Chase 

county building stone at the State Fair at 

Topeka. 

Chase County Courthouse completed for 

$41,000. It was built of limestone 

quarried on the Cottonwood Falls town 

site. 

The railroad builds a spur line to the stone 

quarries. This is a major step in 

cementing Chase County's stone industry. 

1874 

Stone is being shipped from Chase County 

for a new courthouse in St. Joseph, MO. 

Emslie has the contract for 500 cars of cut 

stone for the Atchison bridge. He will 

have work for 50 hands all winter. 

Sam Bennett is fencing 2000 acres of 

pasture between Ellinor and Safford with 

stone. 

Auld, Fiske and Emslie shipped 150 

carloads of stone in the last month. They 

are shipping IO loads a day now. 

"Through the energy of Mr . Emslie the 

Cottonwood stone has gained its wide 

reputation, and he is not only building up a 

lucrative trade for himself but is furnishing 

work to a large number of men." (Chase 

County Leader, 12 November 1874) 

1876 

Rettiger Brothers start their steam stone 

sawmill. (Chase County Leader, 14 July 

1876) 

In August, 30 carloads of cattle and 90 

carloads of stone were shipped from Strong 

City. 

1877 

William Rettiger gets the contract for 

furnishing stone for the new insane asylum 

at Topeka. 

Barney Lantry arrives in Strong City from 

Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 

Carney and Lantry purchased 80 acres of 

land west of the Fox Creek bridge for a 

stone quarry. They are contractors and have 

the contract for building the abutments to 

the Diamond Creek bridge, and have just 

completed a similar job on the Neosho river 

bridge. (Chase County Leader, 7 September 

1877) 

Bridge construction becomes a major issue 

in local elections. 

1877 

William Rettiger gets the contract for 

furnishing stone for the new insane 

asylum at Topeka. 

Barney Lantry arrives in Strong City 

from Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 

Carney and Lantry purchased 80 acres of 

land west of the Fox Creek bridge for a 

stone quarry. They are contractors and 

have the contract for building the 

abutments to the Diamond Creek bridge, 

and have just completed a similar job on 

the Neosho river bridge. (Chase County 

Leader, 7 September 1877) 

Bridge construction becomes a major 

issue in local elections. 

1878 

Barney Lantry awarded the contract for 

the bridge across the Kaw River at 

Topeka. Rettiger Brothers will cut the 

stone. 

Barney Lantry ships 20 carloads of stone 

daily. 

Barney Lantry is running a stone train 

from Strong City to Newton. He employs 

the train crews and the Santa Fe 

furnishes the engine and cars. 

The Lantry Brothers, Barney and 

Charles, buy a tract ofland a half mile 
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west of Cottonwood Station. They will 

build ten derricks and a mile of siding. 

Last month roo cars of heavy dimension 

stone were shipped from their quarry 

and 120 cars of riprap stone. Messrs 

Lantry have the contract for all the 

culvert and bridge masonry on the A. T. 

& S. F. Ry. (Chase County Leader, 27 

June 1878) 

1879 

Rettiger Brothers have the contract for 

the new stone business building for the 

Hildebrand Bros. 

Emslie and Rettiger are awarded the 

contract for the stone work on the west 

wing of the Kansas State capitol. (Chase 

County Leader, 5 June 1879) 

In July, the Lantry Brothers ship 241 

cars of stone. 

St. Anthonys Church in Strong City is 

dedicated. 

r88o 
Chase County Population: 6085 

r882 

Tweedale and Parker awarded $193,864 

contract for masonry for the main part of 

the Kansas Statehouse. The stone will be 

taken from the Alexander quarry east of 

Strong City. 

SF Jones Ranch (Spring Hill Ranch) boasts 

7000 acres surrounded by 25 miles of 

stone fence five feet high. 

Road supervisor Henry Judd builds a 

stone-arched bridge at Stouts ravine on the 

road to Emporia. (This road later became 

Highway 50. This is the earliest 

documentation of the Stout Run bridge.) 

(Strong City Independent, 19 May 1882) 

1883 

States first steam-powered stone drill 

installed at Lantry quarry. It drills 75 feet 

per day. (Chase County Leader, 25January 

r883) 

Barney Lantry has completed 19 miles of 

stone fence on his farm. SF Jones has 

completed 45 miles of stone fence on his 

ranch. (Chase County Leader, 14 June 

r883) 

1884 

NJ (Nelson) Swayze, a speculator living in 

Cottonwood Falls, and WA Parker have 

invented a machine for dressing stone that 

will do the work of 50 men. (Chase County 

Leader, 21 February 1884) 

Santy and Hammill install an engine at 

Clements that will run two sets of saws for 

making paving stone. 

r885 

The Cottonwood River floods at Clements 

(Chase County Courant, r8 May r885) 

Silver Creek Bridge built by D. Hamill. 

(Chase County Leader, 24 September 1885) 

Chase County Leader encourages voters to 

approve a bridge at Clements after the 

Cottonwood River was unfordable for two­

thirds of the past season. (Chase County 

Leader, 22 October 1885) 

1886 

Board of County Commissioners awards 

contract for Clements stone-arch bridge to 

LP Santy of Clements for $12,000. (Chase 

County Leader, 9 September r886) 

LP Santy & Co. are pushing the work on the 

stone bridge (at Clements), with the utmost 

vigor. 

(Chase County Courant, 7 October 1886) 

The abutments and pier of the Clements 

stone bridge are completed and work 

stopped for the winter. (Chase County 

Leader, 2 December r886) 
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Santy and Hamill are furnishing the stone for 

the Chicago, Milwauke [sic] & St. Paul bridge 

near Kansas City. They shipped 80 cars of 

stone last week and will ship IOO this week. 

(Chase County Leader, 2 December 1886) 

I888 

First recorded reference of Diamond Creek 

Bridge bond. (Chase County Leader, 8 

November I888) 

I889 

A bill was prepared and will be presented to 

the legislature by Mr. Maule, empowering the 

county commissioners to appropriate money 

for a stone bridge over Cedar creek, to cost 

about $5,000. There is no bridge over 

Cedar and it is badly needed. (Strong City 

Derrick, I7 January I889) 

March I, 1889 bill authorizing Chase County 

Commissioners to build bridges in the county 

passes unanimously in the State House of 

Representatives. 

A called meeting of the Board of 

Commissioners was held Monday to consider 

the Foreman bridge matter. Rettiger & Co. 

notified the Board that they would rebuild 

the bridge according to contract at their own 

expense. This put the Board to thinking and 

they concluded that they did not want the 

bridge rebuilt as per the contract and hence 

the called meeting. It is now arranged that 

three arches are to be built; the south arch to 

be raised eight feet, 

the second or middle arch to be raised 6 feet 

higher than the contract, and the north arch 

to be I I/2 feet lower than the middle arch. 

The additional arch is to be only 30-feet 

span. It is also now arranged that the 

Diamond creek bridge will be built a single 

stone arch, 45-feet span. No iron bridge to be 

built as was supposed. (Chase County Leader, 

6 August I896) 

1890 

First public reference to Diamond Creek 

Bridge bond. (Strong City Derrick, 20 

November I890) 

I89I 

Rettiger Bros. awarded contract to rebuild 

north abutment of Cottonwood River Bridge 

at Strong City. (Strong City Derrick, 30 April 

I89I) 

County takes bids for a stone arch bridge 

across Buck creek. (Strong City Derrick, I89I) 

I892 

Commissioners Kirker and Peck went to 

Hymer Monday to examine the site of the 

proposed bridge across Diamond creek. 

(Strong City Derrick, II February I892) 

Rettiger Bros. awarded contract for stone on 

St. Louis water works reservoirs. [They] had 

already selected a location near St. Louis, to 

which the largest stone cutting machine will be 

shipped this week. One machine will be left 

at the quarry south of the river, which will 

be operated to some extent the coming 

season. (Derrick, I892) 

In the matter of Diamond creek bridge at 

Hymer, the Board orders that $Ioo of 

Diamond creeks donation be remitted back 

to township. (Strong City Derrick, I7 

November 1892) 

I894 

Walter Sharp, of Marion, was awarded a 

contract to build a double arch stone bridge 

across Cedar, near Wonsivu [sic], for $575, 

and a single arch culvert across Peyton creek 

for $250. (Chase County Leader, II 

January I894) 

County Commission authorizes double­

arch stone bridge across South Fork at 

Evans crossing with proposal from Bazaar 

Township to contribute $200 toward the 

bridge. 

(Chase County Leader, I9 April I894) 

Commission awards contract for double 

arch stone bridge at Evans crossing of South 

Fork to JL McDowell for $n75. (Chase 

County Leader, I2 July I894) 

Commission appropriates an additional 

$200 to Cedar Township to complete 

repairs on bridge at Wonsivu [sic]. (Chase 

County Leader, I2 July I894) 
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County advertises for bids on a single­

arch stone bridge at Stout Ravine on the 

road to Emporia. 

(Strong City Derrick, 2IJuly 1894) 

David Biggham completes Stout Run 

bridge, which the Strong City newspaper 

calls the best and strongest rubble arch 

bridge yet built in Chase County. (Strong 

City Derrick, 3 November 1894) 

1895 

Chase County Population: 8456 

As the county decides on new bridges, an 

anonymous news contributor makes a 

case for stone-arch bridges as superior to 

wooden or iron. "The best is always the 

cheapest, is true of a bride as well as an 

article of commerce." Stone bridges, he 

argued, were ideal because they 

combined local material and local labor. 

(The News-Courant, 25 April 1895) 

The county commission reviews many 

bids for iron and six for stone bridges. 

The board decides to accept Rettigers bid 

for stone arch bridges at Foremans 

crossing and state road crossing. (The 

Courant, 6 June 1895) 

r8g6 

County Clerk advertises for bids for a 

double arch stone bridge at the 

Harris/Drummond crossing of Diamond 

creek. (Chase County Leader, 30 January 

r8g6) 

The new double arch stone bridge over the 

Cottonwood at the Fore man crossing was 

washed away by the flood last Saturday 

morning. The bridge as provided for in the 

original contract was completed and paid for, 

but the commissioners had entered into a new 

contract with the builders, Rettiger Bros. & 
Co., to erect an additional arch of 30 feet on 

the north end and that was in an unfinished 

condition when the north arch and 

everything above the spring of the arches fell 

into the river ... the flood of Friday 

demonstrated that the arches were entirely 

too small and the piers inadequate to sustain 

the arches under ordinary flood from the 

South Fork and Cottonwood combined. The 

water was within three feet of the top of the 

arches when they collapsed. (Chase County 

Leader, 28 May r8g6) 

The county commission ordered that the 

Diamond creek bridge be of two arches. 

(Chase County Courant, 22 October r8g6) 

Amidst the throes of an economic crisis, an 

editorial chides the county for lavish 

expenditure on bridges in order of petition 

instead of by greatest need. The arch stone 

bridge near Bazaar should have been deferred 

until all necessary bridges across the 

Cott?nwood were built. (Chase County 

Courant, 12 November r8g6) 

The board of county commissioners will meet 

Friday, November 20, to view the Foreman 

bridge and to inspect the grading. They will 

also look after the Diamond creek bridge. 

(Strong City Derrick, I3 November r8g6) 

I897 

It was ordered that no more money be paid on 

the Diamond creek bridge until same was 

completed. This was the first act of a new 

incoming Board of County Commissioners. 

(Strong City Derrick, 2 2 January 1897) 

$400 was given to Diamond Creek township to 

repair the bridge on Middle creek. (Strong City 

Derrick, 22January 1897) 

John Emslie, called the Father of Strong City, 

dies at his home. (Chase County Leader, 23 

January 1897) 

The cold snap stopped work on the Diamond 

creek bridge for a few days. (Chase County 

Leader, 28January 1897) 

The stone work on the Diamond creek bridge is 

completed and the filling in will be commenced 

in a week or two. (Chase County Leader, 25 

March r8g7) 

There will be a Fourth of July picnic ... near the 

Diamond Creek bridge, on the 3d of July. 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend. Come 

with well-filled baskets and have a good time. 

(Chase County Leader, rJuly 1897) 

County Clerk advertises for bids for a single 

arch stone bridge at Fox Creek crossing. (Chase 

County Courant, 19 August 1897) 

The grading at the Diamond creek bridge was 

left to the Commissioner of the 3rd district, 

Trustee of Diamond creek township and the 

County Surveyor. (The Courant, 14 October 

r897) 
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1898 

Bazaar Stone Arch Bridge, an asymmetrical 

triple arch, completed (it was demolished 

in 1983) 

1899 

David Rettiger dies at his home in Strong 

City at the age of 50. 

(Chase County Leader, 22 September 

1899) 

1900 

Chase County Population: 8286 

1905 

Clements Merchant M. E. Hunt, who was 

born in Bridgewater, NY and moved to 

Chase County in 1865, dies. His obituary 

identifies the construction of the Clements 

stone arch bridge as his crowning 

achievement. (Chase County Leader, 19 

December 1905) 

1906 

Fred Smethers and Sam Houston have 

been hauling steel to repair the Diamond 

Creek bridge. Trustee Smethers of 

Diamond Creek township has saved the 

county $189 by doing the work on the ... 

bridge with a force of home men. Say, 

boys, lets vote for him again. (Strong City 

Herald, 6 April 1906) 

1907 

County Clerk Penny and Commissioners 

Allen and Evans went to Peyton creek 

Tuesday to inspect the stone bridge near 

John Martin's place which caved in ... last 

week. It will be replaced by a new steel span 

bridge built on a stone abutment. Wm. Beach 

was given the contract to put in the stone 

work and the Blodgett Bridge Co. of KC will 

furnish the bridge. (Chase County Leader, 

22 March 1907) 

1908 

At W. P. Brickells north of Safford ville one 

wing of his barn was unroofed and the hail 

was very severe. Most all the streams were 

bank full or overflowing. Just east of R. C. 

Campbell's on Middle creek, a three arch 

stone bridge was washed out by the high 

water. 

(News-Courant, 14 May 1908) 

1910 

Chase County Population: 7532 

Do not fail to attend the meeting Saturday, 

June 25th, to complete the organization of 

the Chase County Auto and Good Roads 

Club. Now that the New Santa Fe Trail is 

practically assured if Chase county can 

produce the goods, the Good Road, it is up to 

us now to complete the organization, the 

Agitation Period having passed and get to 

work in dead earnest. Come out and help. 

(Chase County Leader, 17 June 1910) 

The New Santa Fe Trail Association passes a 

resolution that the route will pass through 

Cedar Point , Clements , Elmdale, Strong 

City, Cottonwood Falls and Saffordville. 

(Chase County Leader, 2IJune 1910) 

That part of the Trail looked after by the 

Drummonds, Woods, Blacksheres, Giger, 

Shafts and others, is already a highway to be 

pointed to with pride by those who do the 

work .. The time is not coming, but has 

already arrived when a community as well as a 

farmers prosperity is judged by the condition 

of the roads. (Chase County Leader, 5 July 

1910) 

Bell Telephone Company gives the New Santa 

Fe Trail Association permission to post signs 

on telephone poles. (Chase County Leader, 

12 July 1910) 

I9II 

The commissioners visited and inspected the 

new cement bridge across Crocker creek at 

Matfield (Chase County Leader, 30 

November 19n) 

1913 

County commission establishes a levy for the 

maintenance of county roads. (Chase County 

Leader, 16January 1913) 

John Mann is completing a new building on 

the corner of Main and Broadway for the New 

Santa Fe Trail Garage, to be operated by 

Wolfram and Son. (Chase County Leader, 22 

April 1915) 

Schools along New Santa Fe Trail dismissed 

on May 9 so students can greet good roads 

boosters and the Governor touring the route 

between Hutchinson and Kansas City. (Chase 

County Leader, I May 1913) 
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