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G(.mgregahonal Church
“Fll'St One in Anth()ny publican  cffice. Miss Clara Sher-

Tt‘le town of Anthony was laid out, wood had secured this location,
April 6, 1878, and the first public re-|  Most of the winter services werc
ligious meeting was held in May. Six conducted here by Rev. S’tx‘ickl:'.ml”d
or eight men; but no women, were% Methodist minister, who had c;}frxe
present, representing three or four, Tere from Nebraska to find a milder)
:different denominations. Judgé Ev-! climate.
ans of Wellington, who was here to In the spring of 1879, the county
gssist in securing the town-site title,: commissioners rented, for their um;.,
‘was present at this meeting. He was! the frame building of C. R. Miller, on
asked to lead the meeting but declin-| Main sireet, and they granted the
‘ed, explaining later, “1 wanted to see| church permission to hold serviees)
what kind of stuff you were made, there.
of® - P A i Through the assistance of Dr. 5. 1.
‘Inithe ‘early isummer Mr.:and Mys. [1Storr, of Topeks, the state superin-
B, F. Lee offered the use'of {tHeir un-| tendent of Cbngregaﬂonal work, #
finished home for Sunday services. | student from Cherlin, W. A. Hobby?
“Pews’ consisted of borrowed boards| was secured 2s minister for the s\mz-':
brought in and layed on boxes and| mer.
nail kegs and window sills. Soon,| August 3, 1879, a meeting was heid
those who. could. afford it brought a|in the home of Mr. and Mrs, W. I'
nickel a Sunday to be used in making! Olmstead, and it was decided to o
‘Q‘Fnches. When a sufficient amount; ganize a Congregational Chiueeh .
whs received to pay for a bench, one, which they proceeded to do, with Mr.
was made—plain and without a back| Olmstead as secretary ot the menl-|
rest: A desire for more comfort soon| ing. '
resulted in a decision that all benches| The church was formed Wi
ﬂ}‘er‘eafterv shou}d have l?ack rests. "L aighteen members. Mr. and Mrs, [i
: -ﬂf.{ev' I—_Iapnmond, a Umt’ed'Presbyj H. Steadman, William S. Stcaidmm:,?
terian minister, who had retired and! .o Alice Bennett, Mrs. Mary J.i
was living about five miles northwest DuIZ; ois. Mr, and Mrs. O. Jenninte,]
of town preached a few times and |y, i Mrs. L. J. Rinehart, Miss C |
then for a shert time Rev. Fulten of{ ;™ P:nderscn. My, Jennie Rinehart,
Harper, 3 Presbyterian minister, did| Tre M. L. Hayes, Mrs. E. M Bene-
‘the preaching. ‘ jict iss Mary “lsebelln Jennins
-The first Sunday in Ausgust, 1878, lefc{’rvgl: J,%il;l Y:Zm;:'le}!f 1134 e ) }
a'Sunday school was organized with P U e ;
thiree classes. O. Jennings, president
‘61 .the town company, was made su-
perintendent, with St. Clair Gray as
‘secretary. The teacters wge R.
SKeérwood, ' Mrs. Dawson, and B. H.

leadman, It was a “union. Sunday
géhool. ®. Sherwood, Mr. and Mrs. W. M

‘In the fall, the gervices moved to| Halsey, Mr. and Mrs. John L. Hilts,
the new frame store building of O. 8. and Dr. George M: Kel}er. L
Northrep, on -Main street, for one O Af the first meeting o the cl?}?’;;
two. Sundays, and then to the upper members, the following mm“\n-::,&;
part of Jake Herzer’s one-and-a-halt; were outlined: Rev. W. A 11:‘ ))} ri‘-
sibry business house on Main street. H. Stgadman and L J lea\x:l H\Xn:‘i’
At this place the penches. of the committee on constltuhuuoi 1&{&‘
‘church were shared with Anthony's! laws; w. H.' Hayeg, WP : 1};5.};1‘,
first school, conducted by Ralph| and L. J. Rmehar}, tr ubt'(-:(,’,s, {.‘l'.‘l(:u
Tockwood. ‘ nings and B. H. bt.e:ac\zn‘a'n’, d ;};‘0 ;
“iYhen the flcor began to give way, W. S. Steadman, %e%etall y d?mnﬁﬁcr-’
school benches, and church services| urer. An. ecclesmf:ltc_a T cf>o Tet;‘
were moved to a room 14 by 16 feetl was appointed qonms ,1tng, od W. %;‘
on So. Bluff which had been b\iilt nings, LJRmehar, an W5

: i R
I for a cobbler shop. (Tils was near
‘tne present site of the Anthony Re-
I

Other members addea by the time
the new house of worship was dedt-|
cated, less than a year afterward,
were: Mr, and Mrs. B, F. Smith’
Mrs. Mary Jane Hinsey and Miss I{f:w
Hinsey, Edward P. Boye, Mrs. Cci;;_.f

e



Sietdieng

Avay and P Anderson was elected

teo the office.

For the winter of 1879 and 1880,
the evviees of thee hureh and Sun-
vy senoul were held in the new
St buikding of the town. |

I the spring of 1680, the chureh
Lo the prection of its own build-
‘ thwe covner of Bluft and Stead-
e Materials for this struc-
are wire brought from Wellington,
st railroad station at that
U e building was completed at
autoof over $1,000, ineluding a
cant of 5350 from the Congrega-
al chureh huilding soclety.

i s ooy,

St pnd

July 3, 16889, 0 emuneil from several
Srenes in the stale met for a recog-

crvice, and, on Sunday, July
0, the new building was dedi-

The churen oudgrew the old build-
¢ and budlt the new one which
nids on the same site as the old. one.
; sracture oof biiek, and was
ceicated November 27, 1910,

It sxowell to note that the Congre-

gatioral chureh wig one of the fivst
rrparized Bere in Anthony and thew

are el N

behind the city in
celebration.  On
LAAD they coteprated their 60LG

treir anniversare

fost ten years the Cone
chiirels has had  many
i pregrams of inters
ry 41, 1040 the “Passion
Twas given at the high school
suditarium sponsored by the Wom-
ey ol of the Congregatinnal
el Apvib 6, 1941 {he Congo
Cub, w goup of Foung married
peonle i the church presented “The

My, Steadman soon moved ] Questioner,” a pageant of the Great

Hope.

On March 4, 1944 a birthday parly
was given for Rev, Evans to. cele-
brate his 70th birthday. There was
a dinner served in the c_hurch dining
room. \

In Sept. 1944 the Pilgrim Fellow-
ship was organized with Mrs, Worth-
ington as leader. This was a group

iof young men and ladies of high

i

| schocl age who met every Sunday

evening at the church or in homes.

[}

and Ordination of OQvville

Very interesting programs were en- ’:
joyed. There was also a Jr. Pilgrim-
age Fellowship organized for the
younger children.

December 1944 at an annual meetl-
ing a gift {from the church was pre-
sented {o D. J. Hilts who had been
treagurer for 25 years.

October 6 and 7, 1944 the First:
Cengregational Church of Anthony |
entertained the Southern Associatlonf
on H4th annual meeting. i

On May 5, 1946 our well loved
signation to take effect September 1
as he was retiring from active minis-
try. The resignation was accepted
with the very best wishes for Rev.
Evans and Mrs. Evans.

On August 4, 1946 a call was given
Rev. O. M. Hepler and he accepted,
He and Mrs, Hepler and little daugh-
ter arrived. The parsonage was re-
decorated and repaired. On Novem-
ber 20, 19468 a Service of Recognitioxg .
b Melvin-
;'ieipllev to the Christian Ministry was
eld.

The church honored the Rev. Ev-




ang by making him Pastar, Emez:ﬂ‘u
on May 18, 1947. '

" On August 3, 0. .

1947 Ré"
! to be the ministér, He was aocepwd
i He and ‘Mrs. Bonny and eluldren dr-

rived Nev. 29, 1947. A receptmn was

them to Anthony. .
The following is a list r\t the paa—

t(_ns that have served the church
since 1830: :
On " Oct’ 1, 1880, ‘the church be- |

gan o have a res sident pastor, Rev. T.
D Childs.
.M. Tracy, J. C. Holliday,. C. A
| Wright.” Charlés Burgess, D. F. Som-
mers, H. C. Dunsmore, F. A. Bissell,
i J. I-I. Henderson, J. E. MecLain, Jef-

Elwood, B. F. Buck, C. H, Husband,
" 'W. F. Harding, O. L. Corbin, C. A.
. Eschelman, F. R. Bush, S. Duane Og-
den, J. Merle Evans, ' O.- M. Hepler

‘and O. E. Bonny the present pastor. |,

“ |
The First Methodist"
Church of Anthony

Soon after the City of Anthony
‘was organized on the 4th day of
August, 1878, a number of the cit-
izens met at the home of the civil
engineer, who had surveyed and
laid out the city, to organize a
Sunday school.

Growing out of this Sunday school
came a desire to organize a church,
with the result that in the fall of
1878, the original First Methodist
Episcopal church in Antheny was
‘ereated.

On the 15th day of March, 1879,
a young Methodist preacher deliver-
.ed his first sermon in Anthony com-
‘pleting the organization of the
church with sixteen charter mem-
‘bers. The services were held in a
stone building on Main Street where
the Grabham Motor building now
stands,

The first communion service was
held April 24, 1879.

Soon after this memorable ser-
vice, the school building where the
Washington school now stands, was,

completed, and in which they held
their meetings.
. In the fall of 1882 work was be-

‘Boenny of Cleveland, Ohio was called5

| given them January 7 to’ WCICOHV’

Succeeding him- are: M.|

frey Martin, Alex R. Bolton, William |-

| The. Sunday School
i Superintendent, My, Paul ('nglizer.
IBeGmnﬂrs and Primaries, Mrs." M.
'Cau Mrs. L. Hayter, Mrs. V. Elliott;
Jumor Department, Mrs. F. Hayter;
"Senior Department, Mr. O. F. Schaaf;
Congo Class, Mrs. O. E. Bonny; Adult,
Bible Class, Mrs. W. L. Hutchinson.
Education and Fellowship
Missionary Auxiliary, Pres,, Mrs..
H. Wilcox; Plymouth Daughtels, Mrs.
1. Mueller; Mayfiower Iaughters,
! Mrs. M. Carr; Pilgrim CGuild, ¥rs. W,
' Hutchinson; Congo Club, Mrs, O. E.
S Bonny.
Officers of the Church.
. Deacons and Deaconesses; o
" Bob Hilts, Harry Rice, Homer
Thompson, W. L. Wilcox, Mrs. M.
Carr, Mrs. N. Couch.
Trustees ‘

Ed Fox, Leroy Gillespie, Ray Hay-
ter, P. O .Herold, Earl Ynderwood. :
Clerh Mrs. Earl Underwood.
Treasurer, Mrs, W. Wald‘;chmldt

|
1
|
[

Music Supt., Mrs. F. Hayter.

gun on a church edifice on the,
present site, which was donated to
the frustees by the Anthony Town
Company. This building was com-
pleted at a cost of $2500, and was
dedicated -in 1883. The next year!
the Annual Conference convened. |

In April, 1903, the ladies of the
church voluntarily met and. were]
organized as “The Lady Helpers” —!
there being a need of assistance in
finances and the social life 'of the
church. This organization later de-
veloped into the “Ladies’ Aid So-
ciety.”

The membership of the church
increased rapidly, and it was found
necessary to have a larger building.
In 1904 an active campaign was
started to rebuild and enlarge the
building, which was accomplished
at a cost of $3000.

In 1904, the Woman's Foreign
Missionary Society was organized,
with fifteen charter members.  This|
Society sponsored the Standard
Bearers, the youth, and the King's
Heralds and Little Light Bearers,
the children. )

‘The Epworth League for the
youth of the church, was organiz d
and as willing workers this gr¢ P

of young people was an 1mpor’ mt




near the present site of the Re-~

‘ rpublican office in a building 14x16

The Blessings of God have con- [t which was .HSEd during  the
tinued to be upon the church Jweek for schodl purposes. —The
and under Rev. Homer’s ministry pseats were boards put upon nail
boxes all around the:

jnhe most modern and newest aud- l?egb or ith - :
itorium in Anthony has been com- room, Wi an’ occasional board

leted and the average attend- across the room, if the extra board
D b een approxir%l ately 1?0 could be .secured . and.the attend-
for the past fwo months which is ian.ce demanded. There was a good
the. best attendance  under  the jattendance, but onl_y: three that
bresent minisiry. i hard ever seen before. I can
Since the beginning of Central hsoiiezig; le }llt lwas 2 ‘sad heartn_ad,
Baptist church there have been istruction thcatodar thz}‘;]rqulved e
472 addition, many of which have | that an int ek o b Shange
deceased, moved .to other.towns { dear %1dm1§§‘ife E?glmfd fm{ .
‘and have transferred membership (| with its beautiful Eopo cxurch
to other churches. The present d d e Har- appo;ntments
T e e e b PR !an ‘ea-r familiar faces filled my
! ership 1 ou 5. ‘heart. Few can realize what it

. : : cost costthepioneers of Anthony in
heart aches, self sacrifice, cour-
age, endurance and devotion tfo
make possible - this little city.!

WaS ﬁl‘St ln Alﬂhon‘! ‘During the winter of 1879 the.

In 1878 when Anthony was bé— !ur1‘1011. Sunda,\{ School was held in]
ithis little building and preach-

Céﬁgredaiidnél Church

ing founded by people from many -

parts of the nation, there came .
educated and cultured people
from New England and the Middle
States who were accustomed o
good homes and worshiping in
beautiful churches.

They were mostly young peo-,
ple, who came in all the strength '
and vigor of youth. They came
1o better their fortunes and build
homes, and. surround.these homes
with the advantages of their form-
er homes.
~ They soon felt the need for a;
place of worship on the bleak
Kansas prairies. Wealth and so-
cial standing played no part in
those early days. For from home:
and kindred each needed and each
helped the other. ‘

The church life played an im-
portant part in the early history
of Anthony.

In the summer of 1878 services
were held in the home of B. F.
Lee with a United Presbyterian.
and a Presbyterian minister each
preaching a few Sundays.

ing services when ever a minister
could be secured.” :

Through the help of Rev. S. D.
Storrs, Superintendent of Home

Missions in Kansas for the Con-
gregational Churches, Rev. W. A.
Hobbs, a theological student from
Oberlin college, was secured to
come and labor with the people.

On August 3, 1879, he organized
the First Congregational church
of Anthony with Mr. and Mrs. B.
H. Steadman, Mr. and Mrs. O.
Jennings, Mrs. Alice Bennett, Mrs.
Lou A. Olmstead, Mrs. Mary J.
Pu Bois and Mr. and Mrs. L. J.
Rinehart as charter member. Oth-
ers came in soon.

In the fall of 1879 lots were’
secured in the second -bleck on
North Bluff Avenue for the pur-
pose of bhuilding a church. In
the spring of 1880 a frame build-
ing was erected on the site at a
cost ‘of $1,500.00. ~ Aid to the
amount of $350.00 was secured
from the Congregational Church

In August, 1878, a union Sun-
day School was organized with O.
Jennings as Superintendent. There

were three classes taught by “R.M,

5. Sherwood, Mrs. Dawson and B.
{H. Steadman. Of this first Sun-
\day School Mrs. Lou A. Olmstead
'said: I well remember my first
attendarce at this school. It was

Building Society.  The material
for this building was hauled on
wagons from Wellington, Kansas, |
the nearest railroad point, a dis-
tance of 42 miles. This was the’
first church building in Anthony..
When the church was finished a
council was called to recognize
the new  church, which met  on,
July 3 and on the next day Stn-
day, July 4, the church was ded-

the second Sunday in January |; :
: v Y licated to the worship of God..
11879, - The school was held on | np.o g . Storrsp Superintén?

.South Bluff Avenue somewhere

‘dent of Home Missions in Kan-



‘at Emponia
‘dedicatory se
1of thanksgiving
'the little church of. Anthol Yy, that
was to mean so much fo them

iyears to come.
‘f atlended that service none remain
1 With us, but are dear in the'mems-
lory of many. The church came
self support in 1885,

|.. Having  outgrown the old
;church = the present beautifi
jcht_nroh on: ‘the.original. site w

Rev.. B. . Buck. Dedi-

vember 27, 1910. Two of the
beautiful windows of the church
are in memory of three members
of the first church choir: Mr. and
Mrs. O. Jennings and Mrs. Alice
Bennett. The communion table and
chairs and first pulpit in mem-
of ther singer and work-

uld  be commehc.iei

Mrs. Floyd Hayter, Mr, Ra
yter, Mr. Durland Hilts
urits Connell.

.always played an important role

| catory services were held on No- |

Fred R. Bush,
oboir |

these groups is serving - th
i club dinners, since their
ization in 1921, Lo
y have helped materially in:

keeping up the church . property
and the life of Anthony for many |04 the parsonage. and in acquir-

Of those who|:

.-the pipe organ and grand
o

At the 70th anniversary .of ‘ché*l
rch ‘a  beautiful new pulpit |
d lectern were dedicated to the

14 |Memory of the early pioneer wo-
g jmen that -organized -the ‘Ladies,

al Circle, - . ... .
ministers who have served

e ch are: Rev. T. D, Childs,
Rev. M. M, Tracy, Rev. J. C.
Holliday, -C. ‘A. Wight, Charles
Burgess, .D. *T. Sommers, H,
Charles Dunsmore, Rev. Bissell,
Rev. -Hendérson, J. E, McClain,
Rév. Martin, Alan Bolton, Wm.
Ellweod, B. F, Buck, Charles H.
Husband, Dr. Wm. F. Harding, "
O. L. Corbin, C. A. Eshelman,
S, Duane Ogden,"

J, Merle Evans, Orville M. Hep- !
r, O. E. Bonny and E. Vernon
son, our present pastor..

J. Merle  Evans' served™ the |

The women’s organizations have’

! the life and work of the church

clitirch ten years as pastblf,froiﬂnf
November 1, 1936, to September
1, 1946, and upon his retirement

was made Pastor Emeritgs. o




