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1. Name of Property
Historic name Sappa Creek Massacre Site 

Other names/site number Battle of Cheyenne Hole, Kansas archeological site number 14RW305 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing N/A 

2. Location
Street & number X   not for publication 

City or town  X    vicinity 

State  Kansas Code KS County Rawlins Code R.W. Zip code  

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this    x    nomination  request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    x   meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

 national     x    statewide  local     Applicable National Register Criteria:    x    A          B          C      _x_D 

Signature of certifying official/Title  Patrick Zollner, Deputy SHPO  Date 

Kansas State Historical Society 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official  Date 

Title       State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is: 

 entered in the National Register       determined eligible for the National Register      

    determined not eligible for the National Register        removed from the National Register 

 other (explain:)      _________________       

  Signature of the Keeper      Date of Action 
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  
X private  building(s)   buildings 
 public - Local  district 1  sites 
 public - State X site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources 

previously listed in the National 
Register 

  0 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DEFENCE: Battle site  AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: Agricultural field 

FUNERERY: Graves/burials   
DOMESTIC: Camp   
   
   
   
   

 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Other/Not Applicable  foundation: N/A 

  walls: N/A 
    
  roof: N/A 

  other: N/A 
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

X D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
MILITARY 

ETHNIC HERITAGE—NATIVE AMERICAN 
EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
ARCHEOLOGY—HISTORIC—ABORIGINAL 

Period of Significance 

1867-1875 

Significant Dates 
1875 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation 
Southern Cheyenne 

Architect/Builder 
N/A 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of 
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 

Summary  
The Sappa Creek Massacre site, Kansas archeological site number 14RW305, is significant statewide under 
Criterion A for its specific association with the Red River War (1874-1875) and more generally with the 
American Indian Wars (1609-1924). It is also significant under Criterion D for its potential to yield significant 
information regarding both Native American (Southern Cheyenne) and Euro-American Central Plains cultures. 
The Site is mostly undisturbed and retains its historic integrity and character-defining features, which include 
the open space and association and feeling of the Massacre site to the events that occurred. It is an excellent 
example of this type of Site in Kansas and retains its important tie to the Southern Cheyenne.  

This summary relies primarily on the work of Chalfant (1997), a historical summary; Bent (1968), which is an 
edited eyewitness account of the Cheyenne during the period of significance; and on a primary document—
Letter of Austin Henely, Second Lieutenant, Sixth Cavalry, to The Post Adjutant, Fort Wallace, Kansas, April 
26, 1875, which is a first-hand account and official report of a participant and eyewitness of the engagement. 

Elaboration  
Background 

The Cheyenne originated in what is now Minnesota. They lived in villages, subsisting primarily on fish and 
wild rice and occasionally traveling into the Great Plains to hunt bison. Pressure from eastern tribes in the 
eighteenth century prompted the Cheyenne to move west, settling in the Black Hills. They established a hunting 
territory in the western reaches of the Platte River and, by doing so, became the enemies of, among others, the 
Pawnee. The separation of the north and south bands of the Cheyenne began in the 1830s, with the southern 
band trading at Bent's Fort in southeastern Colorado and the Northern Band trading at Fort Laramie. The 
intrusion of the Oregon Trail further separated the two bands (Moore, Liberty, and Strauss 2001:863-865). 
Although the two groups—the Northern and Southern Cheyenne—were separated, they always considered 
themselves to be one people—the Cheyenne. 

Intertribal warfare and disease exacted a greater toll on the Cheyenne in the south than the subsequent battles 
with the United States.  However, the overland trails and the newly emerging rail lines brought increasing 
contact with traders and settlers who encroached on the traditional hunting grounds and areas designated for the 
tribe (Thornton 1987:105).  The Cheyenne responded by harassing settlers and stealing their livestock.  During 
the Civil War, military support of the trails and the settlers diminished, but state authorities in Colorado 
sanctioned the attack that led to the Sand Creek Massacre November 29, 1864, with the scalping and mutilation 
of 137 Cheyenne by Colonel John M. Chivington's Colorado militia (Hoig, 1977). Sand Creek triggered 
revenge attacks by the Cheyenne and other plains tribes (Bent, 1968: 137-163). 

In an effort to resolve the conflicts, the United States government established a reservation for the Cheyenne 
and Arapahoe south of the Arkansas River through the Treaty of Medicine Lodge in October 1867. The 
reservation was south of the Kansas state line but allowed hunting south of the Arkansas River with the 
Comanche, Apache, and Kiowa. While the Cheyenne were led to understand they could hunt their traditional 
lands further north, between the Platte and Arkansas rivers, until the buffalo were gone, this was not in the final 
treaty and led to great anger among the Cheyenne. During the winter of 1867-1868, after the Medicine Lodge 
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treaty, the Southern Cheyenne lived between the Platte and Arkansas rivers instead of on the reservation (Bent 
1968:281-285, Chalfant 1997:27-28).  
 
By 1868 the Cheyenne, Arapahoe, and Sioux had intensified their attacks on settlers encroaching on their 
traditional hunting grounds (Bent 1968:295-312). Major George Forsyth was directed to take action against the 
tribes. However, his camp was attacked, and he and his troops were held under siege in rifle pits they excavated 
on a sand bar for nine days in Yuma County, Colorado. This was the Battle of Beecher Island (Bent 1968:300-
306, Monnett 1992). 
 
In the autumn of 1868, General Phillip Sheridan was planning a winter offensive against the raiding tribes. This 
involved deploying two columns of soldiers to channel the hostile bands toward the reservation only to be 
intercepted and attacked by a third column—the Seventh Cavalry—led by George Armstrong Custer. This led 
to the battle of the Washita that resulted in the death of Black Kettle, a peace chief, and his wife, along with at 
least 501 warriors, women, and children.  Custer took 53 women and children as prisoners. The Army lost two 
officers and 19 enlisted men, with others wounded. Custer burned the village and retreated (Bent 1968:316-322, 
Hoig 1979).  
 
The winter and spring of 1868-1869 saw the Cheyenne Dog Soldier raids, which were in retaliation for the 
Cheyenne villages burned by the U.S. military. Settlers, bison hunters, railroad workers, and travelers on the 
Santa Fe trail were killed. The Cheyenne tore up railroad tracks and seized supplies and livestock until June 
1869, at which time Major Eugene Carr with 500 men, including Pawnee scouts, set out to clear the Dog 
Soldiers and their allies from north-central Kansas. The Dog Soldiers and their Sioux allies headed north to the 
Sand Hills of Nebraska. The Cheyenne under Tall Bull and some Sioux moved to the South Platte, with the 
Sioux camping north of the river and the Cheyenne settling south of the river at Summit Spring. Soldiers 
discovered and attacked the Summit Spring camp and killed 52 Cheyenne men, women, and children, and took 
17 women and children prisoners. They looted and burned the village along with 1.5 tons of bison meat (Bent 
1968:328-35, Chalfant 1997:23-24). After this, continually threatened by an attack from U.S. soldiers, Bull Bear 
and his followers headed south toward the reservation while White Horse and Tangle Hair headed north to join 
the Northern Cheyenne. (Chalfant 1997:19-24). 
 
The Darlington agency on the reservation was finally opened after a long delay in 1870. During this year, Stone 
Forehead and Bull Bear went to visit their northern kin to conduct religious ceremonies. Though Whites feared 
the journey north presaged war, Stone Forehead and Bull Bear returned in May 1871 without incident. Still, the 
reservation was uneasy. Two factions emerged—a peaceful faction that included Black Kettle, Stone Calf, Little 
Robe, Old Little Wolf, and the hunter-warriors, who wanted their independence, their traditional mobile hunting 
way of life, and to wage war with the Utes and Pawnee. There were sufficient bison until 1872, but after that 
was a sharp decline caused by White hide hunters who came on the reservation and stole horses, sold whiskey, 
and illegally killed huge numbers of bison. The Army did not interfere and supported the extinction of bison as 
a means of forcing the Indians into settled farming life (Bent 1968:353-Chalfant 1999:35). This sentiment is 
summarized in a statement by Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano in 1873: "I would not seriously regret 
the total disappearance of the buffalo from our western prairies, in its effect upon the Indians. I would regard it 
rather as a means of hastening their sense of dependence upon the products of the soil and their own labors." 
(Delano 1873:688).  
 

 

 
1 Accounts vary but range as high as 103 (Bent 1968:318, footnote). 



United States Department of the Interior    National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900    OMB No. 1024-0018 

Sappa Creek Massacre Site Rawlins County, Kansas 
Name of Property County and State 

11 

Setting the Stage: The Red River War 

In May 1874, White horse thieves stole the best of Little Robe's horses (Bent 1968:335). His son, Sitting 
Medicine, struck out to retrieve them, failed, but then ran off horses, mules, and cattle from White ranches near 
Sun City, Kansas. The Sixth Cavalry attacked, wounding Sitting Medicine. This led to widespread warfare, 
referred to as the Red River War (Chalfant 1999:36-37). In 1874, factions of the Cheyenne, Comanches, and 
Kiowa that refused to live on a newly created reservation in Oklahoma set out on a series of attacks in the 
Southern Plains (West 1968:150-178). The first was a raid on buffalo hunters at Adobe Walls in the Texas 
Panhandle,2 which was not successful. A series of attacks on Whites from Kansas and eastern Colorado to 
Texas and New Mexico ensued. Later, in September 1874, the German family traveling through Kansas was 
attacked by Cheyenne. The parents, one son, and two daughters were killed; four other daughters were taken as 
captives (Bent 1968:363, Chalfant 1999:43).  

This led to unfettered action on the part of the U.S. Military, attacking Indians even into reservations, where 
Indians that did not want to fight were to register and settle close to an agency for their protection. Most 
Arapaho, Kiowa Apaches, and Comanches, along with 280 Cheyenne, reluctantly gave up their freedom and 
came in. But over 1700 Cheyenne refused to come in or enroll at the reservation agency, along with around 100 
Kiowa. The military doggedly pursued these people, including a disastrous raid on about 100 lodges of Kiowa, 
Comanche, and Cheyenne in Palo Duro Canyon in Texas. The Indian lodges were burned, and hundreds of 
ponies were taken; many of these were later killed (Chalfant 1999:48-49). After this, the U.S. Military had the 
upper hand, locating and destroying hundreds of lodges during the autumn of 1874. This effectively defeated 
the Cheyenne, who straggled into the reservation in February and March 1875, marking the end of their 
traditional way of life (Chalfant 1999:40-51). 

Incidents Leading to the Battle at Sappa Creek 

The battle on Sappa Creek began with a minor incident on the reservation. In April 1875, Black Horse, a 
Cheyenne, escaped while being shackled and ran toward a Cheyenne camp. The soldiers fired at and killed 
Black Horse but also wounded people in the camp. The Cheyenne, thinking they were being attacked by 
soldiers, fled to the sandhills north of the agency. A small group of Dog Soldiers, armed only with bows and 
arrows used for hunting, stayed behind to serve as a rear guard. After successfully impeding the progress of the 
soldiers, they, too, eventually fled, joining the others. The first group of Cheyenne that fled reached the 
sandhills dug in, and retrieved weapons they had hidden there. The military responded by firing on them with a 
Gatling gun, but the Cheyenne maintained their position (Chalfant 1997:54-55). That night the Cheyenne 
escaped led by White Horse and headed north under cover of a violent storm (Bent 1968:365, Chalfant 1997:56; 
Monnett 1999:67; West 1968;153-154, Williams 1875:94). However, lacking adequate provisions, many of 
these Cheyenne ultimately returned to the reservation where an amnesty had been declared (Chalfant 1997:59). 

Months before, Stone Forehead, Keeper of the Sacred Arrows, had left the agency and moved north to start the 
journey to join the Northern bands along the Powder River. He left behind his son Black Hairy Dog, Black 
Hairy Dog's wife, and White Bear, his stepson. They all wanted to follow Stone Forehead north, as did several 
other groups of Cheyenne that were camped north of the reservation, but the journey would be difficult because 
their supplies were depleted, making the decision difficult. Among these were the camps of Little Bull and Sand 
Hill. Little Bull's camp had reluctantly started traveling south to come into the reservation but, upon hearing of 

2 This was the second Battle of Adobe Walls. The first was a battle between the United States Army and the American 
Indians, the Kiowa, Comanche, and Plains Apache on November 25, 1864 (Pettis 1908). 
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Figure 4. Positions of the soldiers on the ridge above the Cheyenne camp. View to the north-northwest.  
 
In an effort to be certain that all combatants in the camp had been killed, Henely reorganized the soldiers to 
positions on the arcing landform above the Cheyenne camp. He resumed firing until he believed all fighters to 
be dead. Henely sent soldiers to retrieve a herd of Cheyenne horses when several Cheyenne moved to cut them 
off, but Henely rode out and forced them to retreat. 
 
The fight lasted about three hours. Henely reported twenty-seven Cheyenne dead—nineteen warriors and eight 
women and children who were "unavoidably killed," but the number of Cheyenne killed varies substantially to 
as many as 70 (Kinbacher 2016:309; Street 1908:371; West 1968:172-173). Blind Bull escaped and eventually 
recounted the battle to George Bent. He stated that seven warriors and twenty women and children were killed, 
a near mirror opposite of Henely's account. The Cheyenne leader Little Bull was among the dead, along with 
Tangle Hair, Dirty Water, The Rat, White Bear, Young Bear, Stone Teeth, and a woman named Yellow Body. 
The Cheyenne that escaped include Blind Bull, Black Hairy Dog—son of Stone Forehead, and Black Hairy 
Dog's wife (unnamed), Council Chief Sand Hill, and his son Yellow Horse (Bent 1968:369). 
 
Henely noted that nearly all of the Cheyenne were armed with rifles or carbines, the latter mostly Spencers, 
along with several muzzleloading rifles and a .50 caliber Springfield breech-loading rifle. He reports seeing two 
war bonnets, one having two horns, the other reportedly taken by Sergeant Platten (West 1968:163). Also found 
was a ledger book with what Henely interpreted as depictions of the battles of Red River and the Adobe Walls, 
the killing of Private Pettyjohn—a cavalry soldier killed on McClellan Creek, Texas; and the attack on the 
German family (West 1968:163). This ledger book has never been located. 
 
The soldiers burned the camp that consisted of twelve lodges, half of them covered with skins, the rest being 
only frames of new hackberry poles. The strategic burning of camps was common at the time, the intent being 
to deprive Native People of supplies necessary for survival (Monnett 1999:78, 81). Henely then left with one-
hundred thirty-four Cheyenne horses. En route, they were overtaken by a fierce storm. The soldiers nearly froze 
in the improvised camp under a bluff and the herd dispersed. While gathering the herd the next day, many 
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soldiers suffered from freezing and snow-blindness, and only ninety-eight head of stock were recovered. Eight 
rifles and carbines were turned in at Fort Wallace; the rest of the arms and ammunition were burned at the 
Cheyenne camp. In his May 7, 1875 report to the Secretary of War of the battle, R. Williams, Assistant 
Adjutant-General, Fort Leavenworth stated, "It is believed that the punishment inflicted upon this band of 
Cheyennes will go far to deter the tribe from the commission of such atrocities in the future as have 
characterized it in the past." (Williams 1875). The same year as the attack, the Southern Cheyenne surrendered 
to the U.S. government (Thornton 1978:120) and moved to the reservation in Oklahoma. 

The Site remains important to the Cheyenne. Street (1908:372), writing in the early twentieth century, noted 
that tokens of respect were frequently left at the Site, presumably by visiting Cheyenne. Father Peter John 
Powell, writing the foreword to Chalfant's Cheyennes at Dark Water Creek (1997) notes that the Cheyenne 
elders that he knows express sorrow, anger, and bitterness in recalling the Sappa Creek massacre, with the 
intensity of their feelings eclipsed only by those toward recollections of the Sand Creek massacre (Chalfant 
1997:xiii). Sandoz (1953:273) stated her informants, with one exception, asked to remain anonymous when 
discussing the battle because to do so was taboo. West (1968:168) also noted that when writing his account of 
the battle in the 1960s, he could not get Cheyenne informants to discuss the battle and assumed that the topic 
was considered taboo. Assistant Adjutant-General Robert Williams, in his letter to General Pope at Fort 
Leavenworth, praised Henely's efforts as a successful attack on hostile Cheyenne Indians (Williams 1875).  

The conflict at Sappa Creek is referred to both as a battle and a massacre. Sandoz (1953), Street (1908), and 
others see it as a massacre (Kinbacher 2016:309). West (1968:168-169) refers to those accounts as being based 
on "…gossip and hearsay." Chalfant (1997:147-159) discusses both sides of the issue, leaving it to the reader to 
determine. However, Lieutenant Henely's report (1875:3) indicates his intent as they approached that camp:  

My plan for the attack had been arranged as follows: Sergeant Kitchen was detailed with ten men 
to surround the herd, kill the herders, round it up as near to the main command as possible, stay 
in charge of it with half his men, and send the rest to join me. … I intended to intrude myself 
between the Indians and their herd and attack them if they did not surrender.  

Referring to the mission as an attack and beginning the approach to the camp by killing the herders shows little 
intent for negotiation, so reference to the conflict as the Sappa Creek Massacre is appropriate.  

Conclusion 

The Sappa Creek Massacre Site, archeological site number 14RW305, is significant under Criterion A for its 
association with the American Indian Wars (1609-1924) and with the Red River War (1874-1875). It serves as 
an example of one of a number of encounters where the U.S. Military and a Tribal Nation clash with lopsided 
losses for the Tribal Nation, not only of combatants but also women, children, and essential property. It is 
emblematic of the U.S. government's attempts to contain Tribal Nations, to reserve the most productive western 
lands for White settlers as envisioned by belief in the Manifest destiny of the United States, and the U.S. policy 
of Indian Removal. It also highlights the cultural gulf between the government of the United States and Tribal 
Nations, as seen in the misunderstanding of the 1867 treaty signed by the Cheyenne without full knowledge of 
its implications. Areas of significance include Military, Native American ethnic heritage, 
Exploration/Settlement, and Contact period archelogy during the period of significance of 1867-1875. 

The main focus of the Site—the camp—where most people died, where the possessions of the Cheyenne were 
burned, and where, possibly, the remains of Cheyenne killed are, has been left undisturbed and thus is likely 
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preserved. Evidence of human remains and piles of burned materials indicating the locations of individual 
lodges by former site owner , and the protection of the Site by current landowner 
strongly suggests the presence of intact deposits. Thus the Site also is significant under Criterion D for its 
potential to yield significant information regarding both Native American and Euro-American Central 
Plains Cultures. 

This Site possesses significance not only for its potential to yield information about the historic event that 
unfolded here on April 23, 1875, but also for its potential as a comparative data set for other sites associated 
with the American Indian Wars, in general, and the Red River War, in particular.  A small sample of the 
kinds of important questions to which the Sappa Creek Massacre Site can be expected to provide answers 
are: (1) Can the number and arrangement of the lodges at the site be verified? Metal detector and 
geophysical surveys have potential to designate lodge numbers and positions in the identified camp location 
based on thermal features like hearths as well as metal artifacts that may have been lost or abandoned before 
and during the attack. (2) Can evidence of the burn pile of the village possessions be located and defined? 
Again, geophysical and metal detector surveys, as well as minimally invasive soil core probes have potential 
to identify and verify this location. Further evaluation of this area, if agreed upon by the Cheyenne, also has 
potential to confirm the presence of human remains. Any human remains encountered would be left in place 
and subsequently treated in a manner recommended by the Cheyenne. (3) Are there artifacts that mark the 
approach of the US soldiers and the buffalo hunters to the site and their reported positions on the ridge 
around the site, and are there artifacts left from the Cheyenne escaping to the north? Systematic evaluations 
of areas surrounding the camp have potential to verify or refute offensive and defensive positions including 
what may have been a running battle between the US Soldiers and the Cheyenne fleeing the attack to the 
north. These recommendations are not definitive, but would serve to bolster the Site's National Register 
eligibility under Criterion D and could be conducted with minimal disturbance to the site.
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 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
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Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
The boundary encompasses the Cheyenne camp, the ridge around the camp from which the soldiers fired into 
the camp, the marshy bottomland of the Middle Sappa creek through which the soldiers approached, and the 
areas where herds of Cheyenne ponies were kept.  
 
 
11. Form Prepared By  

name/title   Robert J. Hoard 

organization Kansas Historical Society Date+  October 6, 2020 

street & number  6425 SW 6th Avenue telephone  785.272.8681 x269 

city or town   Topeka state  Kansas zip code  66615 

e-mail Robert.Hoard@ks.gov 
 

Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name  

street & number       telephone   

city or town    state K.S. zip code  
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine elig bility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each digital image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), at 
300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to a sketch map or aerial map. Each photograph must be 
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of 
the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn't need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photograph Log 
 

Name of Property: Sappa Creek Massacre Site 

City or Vicinity:  

County: Rawlins State: 
 
Kansas 

Photographer: 
 
Robert J. Hoard 

Date 
Photographed: February 6, 2020 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 2: View of the campsite, view north-northwest 
 
2 of 2: Panoramic image showing the positions of the soldiers on the ridge above the Cheyenne camp. View to the 
north northwest. 

 
 
 
 
Figures 

Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below. 
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Figure 1. Topographic map figure showing the proposed National Register of Historic Places boundaries for the 
Sappa Creek Massacre Site and the surrounding terrain. 
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Figure 2. Topographic map figure showing the proposed National Register of Historic Places boundaries for the 
Sappa Creek Massacre Site. 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018      
 

Sappa Creek Massacre Site  Rawlins County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 
 

 
25 

 
 
Figure 3. Aerial image showing the proposed National Register of Historic Places boundaries for the Sappa 
Creek Massacre Site. 
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Figure 4. Aerial image of the Sappa Creek massacre site highlighting the location of the Cheyenne camp, terrain 
features, the approach of the U.S. soldiers and their firing positions, and modern disturbances to the Site. 
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Figure 7. Location of photographs of the Sappa Creek massacre site, Rawlins County, Kansas. Photograph 1 is a 
view north-northwest toward the camp. Photograph 2 also is a panoramic photograph of the camp location but 
also shows the ridge from which the soldiers fired into the camp. 
 
 




