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Amanded nomination form for a National Register property.,

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kansas

} COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Shawnee v
INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries  complete applicable sections)
[1. NAME : |
C LAMON

CAND OR HISTG&IC:

Pottawatomie Baptist Mission Site
{2. LOCATION R :

STReeT aNG NumBERNW 1/2, N W 1/4, Sec. 32, T 11 8, R
.3 mile north of Tenth Street

15 E; on Urish Road,

CIiTY OR TOWH:

Topeka vicinity

-

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Second~-~Bill Roy

STATE

cope |COUNTY: CODE
Kansas 66615 20 Shawnee 177
[3. CLASSIFICATION = o
CATEGORY . ACCESSIBLE
W STATUS
{Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
{7 District {7 Building 1 Public Public Acquisition: 3 Occupied Yes:
EX Site 71 Structure Private {1 1o Process I3 Unoccupied & Resfncfed
3 Jbject i) Both Being Considersd ] Preservation work {0 Unrestricted
in progres- @ No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{8 Agricultural ] Government ] Park [T Tronsportation {7} Comments
[T} Commercial (3 fIndustrial {3 Privote Residence (] Cther (Spectty)
{71 Educotional [ Mititary 3 Religicus
[0 Entertainment [ Museum -

[ Scientific

QWNER'S NAME:. . df ’2
< S"(‘ &LJ-{. o @t N ol 5
STREET AND NUMBER: % il
: Y
- (i1}
CITY QR TOWN: STATE: TCDF
. Jopekar
kﬁ LQCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDSE, ErcC: 8
Register of Deeds I
STREET AND NUMBER: - g !
Shawnee County Courthouse L 2
CETY OR TOWN: ] . STATE _ cope (@
Topeka Kansas 66603 20
{ESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS -
TITLE OF SURVEY: I;
5
Survey of Historic Sites and Structures in Kansas o m
., |DATE OF 3URVEY: 1957 [7 Federal ' Stote ] County i1 Local z %
DEFOSITORY FOR SURVLY RECOR DS - - K
Kansas State Historical Society m c
STREET AND NUMBER: ® -4t
120 West Tenth Street . g
CITY OR ToWN. STATE: CODE .
Topeka Kansas 66612 20 4
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CONDITION

{7, BESCRIPTION.

. (Check One) s
D.;‘Ekctilem [} Goeod K} Fair [T Detariorated ] Ruins [} Unexpos‘c'd
{Chack One) (Check One)
Alrered IR Ur'ml!erod {1 Moved = Original Site

- . 1 - land.
- |° ‘porder the
" are several houses. .-
. The change in boundar
requested to provide
' still presented by
Topeka is presently growing westward;
"+o the south of this property across 1-70 and to a lesser extent to
the west. , :
additional

which had been use
no longer exists.
. frame construction.’
" yoof with two ventila
over the 'end of the wall. ... <
A number of log structures which
ed by the turn of:.the century;”bug some axcheolpgical evi-
n found. - Lo T

disappear
dence of their locations has bee
The mission buildings were situa

32, T 11 §, R 15 E,
- to the nqrthéast of the I~
Register nomination is being amen

" ypward to the north.

SESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It kroown) PHY\SICA‘L APPEARANCE

The Pottawatomie Baptist Mission
acres, legally described as followst
R 15 E; NW 1/4, Sec. 32, T 11 &,
T il s, R 15 E. The
" it$ original appearance was guite diff
The Pottawatomie Baptist Mission
. ture of rough-hewn ashlar stone 85 fee
" into 12 rooms, it had 60 doors and
on the first floor and one and one-hal
The description was given in 1849 by
. Rev. Johnston Lykins; however, no phot
.when in use as a school has been locat
- Existing evidence seems-to indica
~ was either the north or east side, not the south as at present. A
ramp and large door "on the south which
floor likely were add
The remains of a fireplace on the firs
of a chimney directly above the door (
seemingly demonstrate that oxiginally
some of the first and seco
up. Also, some of the crosswalls have
floor as has the stairway from the £
d as sleeping quarte
'Substituted for it has been a third floor loft of

main structure of

At the present ti

A corral is placed adjacent to

1y, considerable
ori -this building and acreage as
 centennial project.

plans now being developed w

nominated area on the east and north. At the northeast

ies of this

for the preservation of the aesthetic values
the rural nature of its environment. The city of

R 15 E; and N 1/2, SW 1/4, Sec. 32,

windows. Walls were two feet thick

the school superintendent, the

ed when the building was converted to a. barn.

nd floor windows have been boarded or blocked

irst floor. The third floor,

ting cupolas. The upper roof portion projects

ted in the N°1/2, MW 1/4, Sec.

I+ is this approximately 80-acre parcel lying

70 and Urish Road overpass which the National
‘ ded to include. This acreage, which
- |  has the I-70 right-of-way for its southern boundary, slopes gently

' Most of ‘it consists of tilled fields and pasture

attention has recently been focused
the possible site of a proposed Bi-
Whether this materializes or not, long range
{11 include State acquisition of the 80

farm originally encompassed 320
s 1/2, SW 1/4, Sec. 29, T 11 S,

the mission still stands although
erent from the present.

school was a three-story struc-

t long and 35 feet wide. Divided
f feet thick on the upper floors.
ograph or sketch of the building
ed to date. _

te that the front of the school
now -permit access to the second
t floor and the former location
visible in 1897 photographs)
there was no door on.the south.
been removed on the second

rg for the Indian students,

me the building has a gambrel

were constructed nearby had

the stone building. Fields
ﬁétionﬁlhReqiste# property is

urban development is occurring
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Form 10-300a  UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -~ STATE

. (Doc. 1968) ,dq'-” - NATIONAL PARK SERVICE S I Kansaé ”fi-;.
- B NA'&"IONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES N “.‘j Lo feouNTY o
St L Shawnee . .l
' ot S INVEN?ORY NOMINATION FORM LT .

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENYRY NMUMBSER DATE
(Conhnuahon Sheet) - -

(Number all entriog)

7. acres, exterior restoratlon of the mxssmon building, and the
‘constructlon of a new state historical museum building at such

- a location where it would not detract from the old mission struc-

.. ture. The prope?ty also has the potential for the development

of archeologlcal sites as an educational tool for visitors. The

. presence of two small streams and a wooded area northeast of the

© . old bu1ld1ng afford a prime opportunity for nature trails and
W";related activities. In all likelihood, a sizeable’ portlon of the’
e property would be returned to native grasses.

o Located as it is ad3acent to the heavily traveled Interstate
70 hlghway, this property is ldeally situated to attract visitors
;nand should be easily accessible. Its llstlng on the Register
... and subsequent development as a hlstorlcal museum ané park should
- help to retaln an open creen area 1n a developlng uxban reglon. _]p}i

8. " given the terrain of the mission farm, this parcel would 1ikeljzf‘

farm would have been one of the very earliest in what is now
Shawnee county. . e . T - e
, he mission was located near the Kansas river on one'of ﬁhe
] branches of the California— Oregon “trail, about cne-half mlle' N
. from a ferxy, Travelers on the trail camped near the m&SSlon. R
,3;and avalled themselves of 1ts blacksmlth fac111tles.- The m1551on
'f51te is one of the few remalnlng Kansas links to. that era. The
date of the bulldlng 8 construdtion makes it oné of the oldest
buildings in shawnee county and in the state.i It is also the only
structure remalnlng from Baptlst Indlan m15310n actlvxtles in the
state. ._3f'w - : S : S
The reasons for requestlng the boundary change have been
' explalned in 1Lem 7. :

’

LI

9. Schenck Lena Baxter, "The Foxty—Nlners and the Pottawatomle Baptlst
' “ . Mission," Bulletin of the Shawnee County Hlstorlcal 8001ety,‘._
) " No..27 (aApril, 1957), pp. 17-21. i
“Sharp, W. A, Seward, History of Kansas Baptists (Kansas Clty, Kan., g
. +" - .The Xansas City Semlnary Press, 1939), p. 37. . . :
> Starburg, Robert E., Baptists on the Kansas Frontler, unpubllshed
“. . B. D, thesis, Northern Baptlst Theological Seminary, 1960
“Topeka s Oldest Relld," Topeka Journal, May 22, 1954

A

have been one of the first to be plowed and planted. The missionﬁg_"f"




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

. SIGNIFICANCE - .

PERIOD {Chack One or Mors as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian! [ 16th Century "[O30 ¥8th Century ] 20th Century
1 15¢h Century [ 17¢h Century EE] t9th Century "
SPECIFIC DATE!S) ([f Applicable and Known) 1849
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriafe) . .
Aboriginal Education ™M Polnicail ’ . [[] Urben Pianning
(I Prehistoric: "} Engineering ' I} Religion’Phi. ) K] Other (Specify)
(1] Historie ) Industry tesophy R Westexn settlement
{_—_']. Agriculture 1 Invention 7] Science :
{1 Architecture - [} Londscape {:_l Sculpture
(] Art . Architecture C‘] SoeralHuman-
[J Commerce [} Litesature ttarian
7] Communications .3 Military ] Theater
[73 Conservation 1 Musie {™ Transpaertation

STATEMENT OF BIGNIFICANCE

In 1847 the Pottawatomie Indians were’removed to a reservation
on the Kansas river just west of present Topeka., Baptist mission-
aries Robert Simerwell and the Rev. Johnston Lykins moved tc the
reservation the next.year. Lykins supervised the construction of
various buildings including the school. As superintendent of the
Pottawatomie Baptist Manual Labor School he sent a report to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs on September 30, 1849, in which he
described a stone building in the process of completion. Details
of his description are given in item 7 of this nomination form.

The estimated cost of the school building was $4,800, which was to
be paid by the federal government under its program of supporting
manual training schools for Indian children. :

In 1849 there were 39 students and two teachers. Training was
to be offered in domestic skills, woodworking, metal work, farming,
the three R's and religion. 2About 60 acres of prairie soil were
plowed and 25 acres planted each to corn and to wHeat, with smaller
amounts in potatoes, beans and garden vegetables.

"' Progress made from year toi'year is somewhat ddfficult to trace
because of missing reports. The early 1l850's seem to have been
troublesome times for the school. It apparently closed in 1855
when it was transferred to the Southern Baptist convention for reor-
‘ganization. Reopened in 1856, the school had increased enrollment
and its greatest success from 1858 to 1860. It was closed again in
1861 when the federal government dropped its support because the
Southern Baptist Convention which supervised the school was identi-
fied with the Confederacy. BAn unsuccessful attempt was made by the
Pottawatomies to have the school reopened in 1869,

Around 1874 the Baptist mission board sold the 320 acres known
as the "Baptist Mission Farm” to Robert I. Lee, who had evidently
farmed the ground on a rental basis since 1869 or 1870. Lee converted
the stone mission building into a ctable for race horses. The struc~
ture is still used as a barn.

The 320~acre farm has been divided into a number of parcels
with different landowners and usages. The approximately 80 acres to
which the National Register nomination of the Pottawatomie Baptist
Mission building is being amended contains the remaining building and

the building sites associated with the mission. aAnd from all indications,
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[10. CEOGRAPHICAL DATA e e i :

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES . LATITUDE AND LONGIT" BE COORPINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRODERTY O - DEFINING Thw CrNTER POINT GF A PROPERTY
R . _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
; ‘ .
CORNER LATITUDE i LONGITURE LATITURE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Scconds Degrees Mmufes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
-3 o L] [+] ' 3 . ’ o' . "
NW | 39 03 29 95° 46 48"
NE 1 39703 ) 4 |
397 29 6. 15 [ | - A B
SE ) ¥ » - . L e
39 03 14 .95 46 157
W .- an’ -’ . g . .
: APPROXIMATE ACRERGE OF NOMINATED PR&?&RT‘%. :  81.373 acres
. ST AlL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: e CODE | COUNTY coDE
? : .
[ STATE: COoDE | COUNTY: o CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE [ COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TETLE

Richard Pankratz, Planner ;

CRGANIZATION . DATE
Kansas State Historical Soclety ooy s Meandary 22, 1973
ISTREET AND NUMBER: . ..
: 120 West Tenth Street - W Py Ty
CITY O TOWN: STATE CODE
Tapeka: 6612

{EGISTER VERIFICATION

\{SON DFFICER’

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- R AL H
mmmmmmmmmmaammmmmW'I“mwm“Wmemmmmmmmm
89-665), I hereby noménatg this property for inclusion ~Natiatial Reglster~y .0 5% 0y i
in the Netional Register and certify that it has been RS

Ban it

~veluated according to the titerfa and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service., The recommended - " i
3 eren i3 . . N . nirector, Office of Archeology and Historic Preaervation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State [H Local [ —r
O I RUL ST AR IO S U g LI S et S RN
Date —~ .
ame . - —— | ATTEST: . owl .. ..,..
Nyle H, Miller _ A B S T
i ' E . » _
o Title Executive Director, Kansas N T
\\a \ : State Historical Soclety Keeoper of The National Register
““pate January 22, 1973 Date’

et sttt GPO 931.504
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